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Dear children, 


Arter fifty years of independence a very big percentage of our population 
{s still iterate. This isa sad commentary on our democracy. 

In some states, half hearted attempts are made to make everybody literate. 
But this is not enough. What is required is proper education, and I stress the 
word ‘proper’. Just passing exams and getting a degree is not the solution 
‘On the other hand it creates fresh problems lke that of educated unemployed. 

Education must build patriotism, self-confidence and pride in manual 
labour. It should promote devotion to God, universal love and should dispel 
caste and religious disparities. It should impart knowledge in keeping good 
health and a clean environ 
ment, Above allt should teach 
one to be self supporting 

‘Such an education 
planned and executed for all 
the children on a war footing 
till solve many problems for 
which the government is now 
spending crores of rupees 
without much result. That 
much of tax payer's money 
ull also be saved. 

The education system 
that we now have has not 
changed much from the Macaulay System introduced during the British days. 
This system Is primarily aimed at creating good clerks for government offices 
The result is that though there is overemployment in government sector the 
problem of educated unemployed continues. 

The system has to change soon if not overnight. So, this issue of Gokulam 
carries a feature on the education and exam systems as they exist in India 
and other countries. Think about it. Maybe you'll et an opportunity to do 
something to improve the educational setup in our country inthe near future! 











Love 
es Nee 
fall created things the Toveli ome 
‘And most divine are children ‘eS 


— Wil 
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It would be so much useful to us 

ityou can publish a small booklet full 

of facts about a certain topic once 
‘every two months. 

Brijl Philip Mathew VI B, 

Loyola School, Trivandrum 

Thank you for publishing my let- 
ter. | also wish to thank grandma 
worm for her advice. | now have a 
{group of friends. 

Hike undir stories. | also want to 
thankyoufor publishing 
articles on science and 
technology. The pic- 
tures and information | 
helped me in my | 
project work and | 
scoted the highest mark 
just because of the pictures. 

B, Aparna, 
IX Std, St. Augustine HS, 
Hyderabad 

Congratulations Aparna. We are 
pleased Gokulam helped you in your 
hour of need. 


Will Peace Reign? 

Iwas 14 February, Things looked 
ccalm, My parents and | were watch- 
ing a movie on the TV. We heard 
‘one or two "Boom" 
sounds, We did not 
take much notice of 
them because we 
thought they were fre ¢) 
crackers, After the 
movie | tried to call a 
friend but the lines 
were down, 

Mysister had gone 
to her friend's house, 
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not far away and my parents had just 
left to pick her up. Our neighbours 
called onme to enquire ifthe phone 
was working. They said there had 
been a bomb blast and that had 
taken its tollon the phone lines too. 

| believed it only when my parents 
told me the same thing on their re- 
turn, We were lucky because the 
nearest blast was almost five km 


away. 

Eager for more information we 
switched on the TV for the latest 
news update, It was a serial bomb 
blast and had killed 36 people. |was 
shocked and surprised that such an 
incident took place in Coimbatore. 

‘Our city had been peaceful ti the 
spate of communal violence a few 
‘months ago and now, this! Was t just 
the beginning? It was. all hard to be- 
lieve, We heard the blast, our phones 
went dead and yet we did not even 
rerrotely think it was a bomb! My fa 
therhad been to these areas just three 
hours before the blast 

‘Communication lines were quickly 
restored. Out phone kept ringing. 
‘The callers were concernedrelatives 
and friends, Some of the friends we 
hadn't seen for years! They were all 
very glad that all was well with us, 

Coimbatore had just made ito the 
headlines in all newspapers through- 
out India, Let us hope it will be the 
last of such incidents in Coimbatore 
and that peace would reign once 
again, 

RN. Abilash, age 15, 
Coimbatore 


The story "My Friend Gemma" by 
N, Aishwarya in the January issue 
was very nice. It would be nice if 





such stories are published often. 
S.Alshwarya, Std VI 
Carmel School, Rourkela 


How do you make the face of the 
rabbitin “The pretty hare"? (Creative 
comer, Dec '97). Please publish 
more of such articles, 

S. Preeti, age 10, 
‘Adarsh Eng. HS, Mumbai 


No Vote! 

My aunt had been so excited 
about voting. She got up early and 
was at the booth on the day of elec- 
tions, Toher surprise and dismay she 
‘was told she could not vote because 
her name was notin the voter’s list. 
She had been voting all these years 
and yet, her name had been left out. 

Myteacher who had toldustthat she 
was planning to exercise her vote met 
with the same fate, She too was told 
that her name was not listed. 

My aunt had recently settled down, 
in Chennai and had given her new 
address ete. Yet no action had been 
taken. 

It was upsetting to see my aunt 
and my teacher unable to exercise 
the'r rights. Why and how did this, 
happen? 

B, Ruth Vijitha, Std IX, 
Rosary Mat. HSS, 
‘Chennai 





Two men were having af 
First man: Iwill break all 64 teeth, 
Passerby: But he has only 32. 

First man: I knew you would in- 

\erfere, I included your teeth also. 

M. Rajesh Jain, Chennai 
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rother Undir was back from hospital after a bout 
cof Jaundice. He said good bye to Sugar mouse, 
who had become very friendly with him during 
their hospitalisation. Sugar had lost her par- 
‘ents in a road accident, She had survived, but her leg 
was going to be in a cast for quite a while. 

In a week's time Sugar was to be discharged fram 
the hospital. Her grandfather was coming to fetch her. 
Would they ever meet Sugar again? Sugar wanted to 
‘meet them too. She had written to Brother and Sister 
Undir from the hospital. This is what her letter sai: 


Hospital bed 
March XX, 1998 


Dear Brother and Sister 
1am writing to you because I would like t0 meet you 
before leave, Somehow, Somehow, can you make it? My 
{grandfather is coming next Saturday to take me to Charur 
village. I guess Iwill be staying with him hereafter as 1 
have no other relatives. But the village has no school! 1 
worry about what is going to happen to mein the future 
Tremember Brother asking your Ma whether Icould be 
adopted, That thought epson buzzing in my mind. From 
iy side I would love to come and stay with you, but would 
your parents agree? Would my grandpa agree? 
Inany case, do try to find some way to come and see me 
coe last time before I leave for good. 
Love, 
Swear 


rother Undir became quite upset when he read 
the letter, "Let's adopt her, Ma! Why don't we? 
hho wanted to know. 

“y's not that easy’ replied Mama Undit. “Sugars not 
entirely homeless, She has her grandtather 

‘But she'llbe much happier with us!" protested Sister 
Undir. "Won't you and Papa treat her nicely? Suppose, 
just suppose, her grandfather agrees? 

‘He may not. Thatis one point" replied Papa, “And 
secondly, we already have the two of you! 
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"Papal Is it because of We two, ours 
two?’ Will we be in trouble with the gov- 
emment?” asked Brother. 

“Then even you might be in trouble! 
ve seen slogans which say, We two, ours 
one!" declared Sister Undit, "And you 
were born second!” 

‘Gosh! Wil they take me away?" asked 
Brother, alte frightened, not quit liking 
the way the conversation was going, 

‘Of course not!” assured Mama Und 
“Thats meant as a suggestion forthe fu- 
ture.” 








“But what about Sugar?” Brother 
wanted to know. 

“Could we go and visit her before she 
leaves? Please?” asked Sister Undir 

“That we could. Mama and | have to 
go shopping tomorrow. We could frst drop 
the two of you at the hospital, then pick 
‘you up after the shopping is done,” sug- 
gested Papa Undir 


6 


that was what the Undir family 
did. At the hospital Brother and 
Sister Undir ran straight to Sug- 








ar's room, “Shh” 

warned a nurse, “This is 
a hospital!” Brother 
stuck out his tongue. 

Sister slowed down 

How delighted Sugar 
was when she saw the 
visitors! "I rarely have 
someone visiting me! | 
was so unhappy after 
Brother left!” Brother 
looked around. She did 
‘ot have @ room mate 
as ye, so Brother's bed was empty. 
“We gat your letter!" announced Sis- 
terUndir 

"That is why we are here!” explained 
Brother, 

“will your grandfather really take you 
‘away?’ Sister wanted to know. 

Sugar nodded, “Next Saturday" she 
said, "Actually, 'd rather go with him than 
stay here in the hospital. Brother is 19; 
longer here. There is noone to play with. 
was OK before Brother came in to share 
this room, But now that 've met you bath, 
{ don't like being with the nurses al) by 
myself!” 

Sister nodded. “About the adoption, 
will your grandfather agree?" 
ve no idea, I'll have to ask him,” re- 


plied Sugar. 
T while, Sister had brought a pile 

of comics and some magazines 
for Sugar. Sugar loved to read old issues 
of Tinkle and Gokulam, She exchanged 
her own with Sister's bundle. “Bags, Iread 
them first!" declared Brother, starting to 
read them right away. Papa and Mama 
Undir returned after their shopping. It 
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hey talked and played tor a 





seemed almost too soon. Sister, Brother 
and Sugar stil had a lot o say toone an- 
other 

“Oh, Iwish vou could stay longer!" said 
Sugar 

“Here is a letter for your grandfather, 
inviting both of you to dinner at our tree 
house on Saturday” said Mama Undit, 
handing over the invitation to Sugar. 

Sister and Brother Undir were sur- 
prised, but very pleased! So was Sugar! 
‘Atleast the grown-ups would meet, How 
they all looked forward to Saturday! "I 
wonder what Sugar’s grandpa is tke!’ 
worried Brother. "He may not be too 
friendly! And he lives all by himself in 
Charur village! It can’t be much fun” 






remarked Sister. 

But much to their surprise, Sugar's 
grandfather turned out to be a jolly old 
‘man, after alll He had very white whisk- 
ers, a round tummy and he wore a heat- 
ing aid. He was indeed very old. Brother 
and Sister stared. “He must be almost @ 
hundred years old!” whispered Brother 
into Sister's ears. 
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“| heard yout" Grandpa thundered. 
What a booming voice he had! “Well, 'm 
eighty! That's a lot of years older than 
youl” 


rother jumped back in fright! But 

Sugar's grandfather had a mis- 

Chievous smile on his face. “Its 
OK|" soothed Mama Undir. "Sometimes 
those who are a litle hard of hearing, do 
tend to tak loudly." 

What @ merry dinner party they had! 
They ate outside, under the banyan tree, 
inthe golden moonlight, "This looks like @ 
fairy land!" sald grandpa, looking at the 
twinkling stars above, "This is to celebrate 

Sugar's recovery!” said Mama Und 
‘And to celebrate the new friends 
\vemadel” added Sugar "Also for 








Brother's recovery!” said Sister, “And here 
is wishing that we all meet again soon!" 
‘That was Papa Undir. “And remain good 
friends for a long, long time!” ended 
Grandfather. 

“Ihave something more to say to allof 
you Undirs," began Sugar's grandfather. 
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"She has been asking me whether I'd et 
her stay with you. Quite obviously she likes 
being with Sister and Brother Butitwould 
bee too much of an imposition upon al ot 
you!” 

‘But we want to adopt her!” piped in 
Brother Undir. 

“Shh!” warned Papa. 

"Sugar isthe only family | have and 
am the only family she has,” continued 
grandfather. “I would not like to lose her. 

Sugar was very quiet sofar. "But what 
about my school?" she asked in a small 
vwoiee 

“Now Charur does have a school up 
to class eight. It may not be very good. 
butt should do for the present 


P 


‘apa and Mama nodded. They un- 
derstood. twas hard to part with 
‘one's last family member, 


ve 


— 





‘We also did some checking up on 
adoption laws: It seems that since we al- 
ready have a daughter, we cannot adopt 
another You are only allowed to adopt a 
child of the sex that you don't have” ex- 
plained Mama Undit, 

"Sounds strange, but it's true” said 
Papa 

‘But that means we can never adopt 
any one! That's not fait!" protested Sister 
Undi, who had set her heart on having @ 
younger sister 

Grandpa looked at Sister. "However, | 
would like your Papa and Mama to be 
Sugar’s guardians. Alter all, she does 
need younger company. And at eighty, | 
can't say how long | willbe around. "Sug- 
ar's grandfather seamed a practical sou 

Sister and Brother istened to this. "Will 
she be able to spend holidays with us?” 
asked Brother. 


r randpa rodded, “Of course, 
‘ your Papa and Mama will have 

to give my proposal some 
thought befare they reply. It doesn't have 
to be right away. 

Mama and Papa Undirlooked at each 
other. Sister, Brother and Sugar huddled 
Up together, wondering what the decision 
was going to be 

Papa smiled and said, “We don'tneed 
to think it over any more. We would love 
‘0 be Sugar’s guardians." 

Mama nodded. “We look forward to 
having her over during her schoo! holi- 
days 

The three young mice jumped with 
oy! 


ANURADHA KHATI 
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+ Summer winds blowing hot, 
= The little shrubs shrivel and rot 
> Old leaves shed and gone, 

] ‘New ones yet to be born. 


Pools and lakes go dry, 
Our skin the sun does fry! 


Showing little mercy to peasants, 


The hard-working poor 
innocents. 


While cities and towns cry 
for water, 
Little birds and animals face 


disaster. 
But the summer too has its sweet 
story 
Like the beautiful 
sunset in all 
its glory. 


all ages. 
(Old trees stand green and bushy, 
Muddy roads making air dusty. 


We walk on the banks of the river, 
‘As summer does not make us 
shiver; 
We wander and laugh hand in 
hand, 












Like trumpets blowing ina band! further; 
Under the banyan tree we sleep 

Beneath the banyan tree we together, 
gather, Cousins and friends, thus 

‘To gossip and chat about worldly braving the weath 
matter; Ramya Ramanan, 

Granny brings us bread and milk, Bhopal C) 
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WV /INDIAN 
sascmnate SOMMER 
































And lots of butter soft as silk. 


We eat heartily hungry or not, 
The holiday mood consumes 
the lot! 


A full stomach causes sweet 
slumber, 
Kind evening breeze cools us 



























experience. I felt as 
though T was one with 
nature and wondered 
why I didn’t do this 
‘more often. 

Suddenly, I felt a 
movement, My sixth 
sense awakened, I 
felt the noise had 
come from a 
nearby bush, A 
one-day — old 
kitten lay in the 
bush, obviously 
abandoned by {ts 
‘mother. I took it in my hand and it 
nestled closer to me for warmth and 
protection. 

Excited, [took it inside my house 

















hen 
KITTY Came Home 


twas a sunday and the and my hue and ery brought all my 


| household was still people on their toes. My parents 
deep in slumber, were very 


had woken up early and 
had nothing to do. 1 
decided to take a stroll 
in the garden, My 
holidays had just 

begun. 

T liked the scent of 
the morn 1 
carried the fragrance 
of flowers that had 
just started to bloom. 

T inhaled the pe 
fiumed air. Twas 

joying every minute 
of it. Even my soli- 
tude was a very rare 
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‘operative when they saw how tiny 
the kitten was. My father brought 
‘a shoe-box and my mother, some old 
clothes. We put the kitten init. She 
stopped shivering and started 
meowing, trying to draw our 
attention to her hunger. It was so 
ny that milk had to be fed with an 
ink-filler. After drinking @ little 
milk, the kitten fell into a peaceful 
slumber. 


[enn the news to my jrienas 
and cousins. I 

was over the ‘phone 
throughout the day 
for which I received 
‘a good shelling from 
my mother. 

‘After a couple of 
hours, there was @ 
steady stream of 
visitors to see the 
kitten, which now 
had acquired a very 
important status. The 
kitten was fully awake 
and seemed to enjoy all 
the attention it was 
getting. 

I soon developed a 
close attachment for Kitty — that 
was her name. She would nestle 
close to me and would jump joyfully 
to welcome me when I returned 
home after play. 

She was a mischief-monger, She 
would hide behind anything black 
and we had to search for her. She 
hopped and romped freely! She 
seemed to fly from one place to 
another. 
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Wer atintedracing room 
‘one day and adragon-fly had 
entered the room through the 
window. It was making a buzzing 
noise. All of a sudden, it became 
very quiet. To our utter disbelief, 
we saw Kitty attacking it and 
chewing it up with great relish. We 
had not realised that she had grown 
up and could survive on her own. 

Kitty was a great attraction to 
all my friends and cousins. 























They came from all over Madras to 
see her. Now she ts grown up and ts 
very beautiful to look at, Only last 
week, she delivered a Utter of six 
kittens all of which are very cute and 
irresistible. AU her kittens are in 
great demand now and in a day or 
two they will all be in their new 
homes. 


R. Naveena, Std. XI, 











Birbal spent the money lavishly. He 
had no intention of buying up a horse 
‘as he had promised Akbar, 

‘Aweek passed and it was time for 
Birbal to meet the king. Birbal ap- 
proached the king and. said, 
“Jahanpanah, | have found a horse 
that meets your requirement.” 

‘Akbar was mildly amused. For, he 
was sure even Birbal could not fulfil 
the conditions stipulated by him, 
Birbal, however, was undaunted, 





He continued, “Jahanpanah, 
nce Akbar was Please send your man 
angry with A HORSE to my house to fetch the 
Birbal and put horse. But you must not 


him in prison. 
‘Alter a couple of 
‘months the king went to visit 
the courtier in prison, He 
saw Birbal was in a pltiable 
condition, Birbal was his favourite 
courtier and Akbar could not bear to 
see Birbal thus. He agreed to free 
Birbal if Birbal would bring him ahorse 
which was neither black, nor brown 
nor gray nor white, 

Birbal thought over the 
‘sometime and then replied, 
‘majesty would release me and give 
me some money and a 
‘week's time, | promise 
to bring such a horse.” 

‘Akbar was pleased 
and was sure Birbal was 
‘only too enthusiastic 
about the mission. Where 
could one find such a 
horse as the king desired? 






he king set Birbal 
free and gave him 
the money required to 
buy such a horse 


12 


FOR 
AKBAR 


send the man on Sun- 
day or Monday or Tuesday or 
Wednesday or Thursday 
or Friday or Saturday, You 
may send him on any 
other day.” 
The king laughed al this and said, 
You win, Birbal,” Birbal was rewarded 
richly for his wit 


M. Praveen, 
Pondicherry 
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he last National Jamboree 

for this century was 

recently held at Khurda 
Orrisa, after a gap of four 
years, The previous jamboree 
was held at Palghat in 1994. 
The 13th National Jamboree 
held between 4 and 9 January 
1998, saw over 30,000 
scouts, guides, rovers 
and rangers attending 
the meet. Members 
from the USA and 
other countries apart 


from 


The Jamboree's 
national commissioner, Mr. L.M 
dain, IAS, was the camp chief 
Several tents were pitched at the foot 

















+ urde-s incon Scout Emblam 
of the Khurda hillocks. 
Khurda was transformed 
into a mini village with 
facilities like the post 
office, a bank, a 
hospital, a newspaper 
called Barunet Vartha 
Jamboree Patrika and a 
HAM station. The tents 
were pitched close to the 
Barunei Devi temple. 
Sanitation systems, 
drinking water supplies 
and markets called ‘A- 
2’ stocked all necessary 
requirements, 


a 
SAARC 

nations participated 

in this event. 


There are many activities in which 
to. participate during the jamboree. 
‘Those who complete all the activities 
are awarded badges, recognising 
their achievements, 


So" is known as the science 
of outing, It is a world-wide 
game for children and youth played 
in the open, The movement was 
founded by Lord Robert Stefenson 
Smyth Baden-Powell of Gilwell in 
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the summer of 1870 in England. It 
all began with a trial camp of only 
20 boys from 29 July to 9 August at 
Brownsea island in the English 


channel, The camp was a great 
success and today the association 
boasts of over 25 million scouts in 
216 countries, Lord Baden-Powell 
of Gilwel called BP more often, was 
born on February 22, 1857. He lost 
his father as a child. His mother was 
the daughter of a British Admiral, 


SCOUT 


WT. Smyth. 

In the early months of 1903, he 
‘wrote of his experience of the first 
trial camp. He then brought out a 
fortnightly news bulletin called 


Scouting for Boys. His recordings 
about his experience in India and 
‘Africa were published and they 
became so popular that it was used 
as text books in schools. 

In 1909, when a few gitls also 
attended a rally of scouts Baden — 
Powell began to think of setting up 





a guiding company for gitls. His 
sister, Lady Agnes helped him in this 
mission and in 1916 he brought out 
a book ‘The wolf cubs handbook’ 
which talked of how small children 
could be initiated into this activity 

Baden:Powell was conferred the 
title Lord by King George V and he 
was awarded 55 acres of land called 
Gilwell Park. 
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Column A 
1 
2 


Kim 










. Mein Kempf 
Pygmalion 
Talisman 


). Vanity Fair 






n 1919, the Gilwell Park became 

Scoutmaster training centre. 
‘The first world Jamboree was held 
in London. On the last day of the 
jamboree Baden-Powell was pro- 
claimed Chief Scout of the world 
Baden-Powell died at Byeri, Kenya. 
‘The good work was continued by his. 
wife, Olave Saint Clare till her death 
in 1977 


Sours teaches courage, 
strength and survival even in the 
toughest environs. It teaches 
independence and one learns to care 
for nature 

It teaches to survive without the 
protection of elders or adults, There 
is a lot to learn from scouting, 
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Following are the names of ten writers 
and books. You have to match them in 
the correct order. 


Farewell to Arms 
, Doctor Zivago 
The Invisible Man 


|. ATale of Two Cities 


. The Satanic Verses 


‘Answers : Page 65 






Column B 


Charles Dickens 
George Bernard Shaw 
Adolf Hitler 

Sir Walter Scott 

Boris Pasternak 

H.G, Wells 

Ernest Hemingway 
Salman Rushdie 
William M. Thackrey 
Rudyard Kipling 


Backwood cooking (cooking without 
utensil), staking following secretly), 
tracking (following by foot prints), 
spooring, trekking, rock climbing, 
pioneering (to make bridges, 
gadgets, etc, with only spars and 
ropes), first aid, learning to find the 
direction with compass, air scouting, 
sea scouting and much more. 
Children between three and 25 
can join the movement. The 
Rashtrapathi award is given to the 
best scout each year. Adults of 25 
vears can also join the movement 
Scouts shake with their left hand, 


Scout Somenath Ghosh, 
age 16, 
Calcutta. 
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who lives in Dombivili, My 

nephew, Rahul once at- 
tended a music concertina schoo! 
at Dombivili. The boy got bored and 
left the auditorium to play in the 
school ground. 

Suddenly an auto approached 
the school compound and two 
sturdy men got out of the auto. One 
of them approached Rahul and 


iF his happened to my nephew 


sprinkled some powder on his face. 
Rahul instantly fell unconscious. 

When Rahul regained con- 
sciousness, he found himself on a 
train with the two men. Mustering 
courage, he asked them where 
they were taking him. They did not 
reply. The train reached Mulund 
station. Rahul sunk his teeth into 
one of the men’s hand and jumped 
out of the compartment, 


Soon he reached Mr. Menon's 


house, whom he had visited with 
his father a couple of times. So, he 
remembered the way to the house. 
Mr. Raghavan Menon was his 
and 


father's friend 
he narrated 
what had hap- 
pened, Rahul's 
father arrived 
shortly after 
that. 


there 













Deepa 
Dattatreyan, 
‘Mumbai 





coop 
SAMARITAN 


usually goto the cor 
lect water. Since itis 

quite far from my house, 

I place the pot on my 

cycle and return with a L 

pot - ful of water, a 








was in LKG then. | used fo wear 
gold ear-rings to school. Once, 
after school | was in the creche 


happily playing, not noticing that 
one of my ear-rings had fallen 


When my mother came to pick me 
up, she noticed that one of my ear- 
rings was missing. She asked rr 
“Where is your earring? 

| said, “I swallowed it 

| lied because | was afraid of my 
father. | was rushed to a hospital 
where an X-ray of my stomach was 
taken. Nothing was found, however. 
My father said between sighs of re- 
fief, “I think it must have fallen some- 
where.” We retumed to the creche 
and asked the ayah, who said she 
had just swept the floor and she had. 
found nothing in the garbage. My 
father went through the dustbin and 


‘came up with my ear-ring, 
Since then, | have stopped wear- 





ing gold earrings to school but 

now, after so many years | have 

also learnt not to lie! 

Meghna Murlidharan, age 9, 

Children’s Education Centre, 
Bangalore 





ing water, a small boy walked up 10 
me saying he would like to borrow 
my cycle, He said he had to catch 
up with his grandmother who had for- 
gotten her spectacles, Before | could 
even decide what to say, the boy 
was off on my cycle! The pot was 
heavy and | had to walt near the tap 
for the boy to return. | had never 
seen the boy and had let a stranger 
take my cycle! | walked in the direc- 
tion the boy had gone, But there 
was no trace of either the boy or 





my oycle. 

I returned home, not knowing 
what to do. | found my cycle parked 
in front of my house. The boy sat 
near the door, He came upto me 
and said he knew me very well, but 
'had never set eyes on him before! 

Thad a kind heart alright, but | 
decided to beware of strangers 
since then 

S. Anbu Selvi, age 15, 
St. Joseph Anglo - Indian Girls 
HS, Chennai 
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lagers of 
the Sunder- 
bans are 
fpoor, Pover- 
ty, howev' 
not their only proble 
Human settlements bor 












der the swamp forests of 
the 
are home to poisonous snakes and 





undlerbans, The swamps 


man-eating tigers on land and 
crocodiles in water, Often they cross 
creeks, canals and rivers and move 
{nto the villages on the cultivated 
side of the Sunderbans. For decades 
the Sunderbans people have learnt 
to live with these scourges. 





Hiranmaypuris one such village, 
15 km away from the swamp forests, 
of the Sunderbans. 

twas early morning. Phani and 
Basanta, two poor kisans, were on 
their way to the paddy fields, They 
walked the pathway that wound 
through the cluster of trees and 
shrubs, Basanta stopped suddenly 


A TRUE STORY — 


hen he spotted the fleeting shaclow 
ofa big animal at the far end of the 
vast paddy fields. It disappeared 
behind the bamboo and banana 
belts to the left of the village. 


still, He told Phani what he had 
. What could it have been? 

‘They were brave young men 
Armed with lathis, they advanced 
towards the bamboo grove. 

Both the men came to a halt 
when they caught something black 
and yellow, A striped animal, very 
much like a tiger, 

By jove,” cried he, horror and 
fear on his face, “I thinkitisa tiger.” 

‘The animal lurked behind the 
‘bamboo shoots. So, the animal was 
not clearly visible. The two men 
could not resist the temptation to 
see the animal properly. They 
hurled a couple of stones, aiming. 
at the animal, Suddenly a thun- 
derous roar rent the air, numbi 


Ba" pursed his lips and stood 




















THE WANDERING 


20 
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both of them, Before they could 
even gather their wits, a six-foot tiger 
lept out of the grove and pounced 
on Phani, throwing him to the 
ground, Phani wa 
He was soaked in blood. 

Basan lysed, He stood 
rooted watch The 





jacly mauled. 






again, 
nta ran towards the settle- 
ment and shouted forhelp. “A tiger 
a tiger has come,” he 
heard himself screaming, 





has con 
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A number of villagers ran up to 
him, hardly believing their ears 

Rhh! What did you say? A 
tiger?" exclaimed Madheb, 

The very thought ofa tigerin the 
village sent a chill down the spines 
of the villagers, “How can a tiger 
stray into our village? The forest is 

ety far from our village.” 
Basanta pointed to th 















lowering his voic 

Some people believed him, some 
didn’t 
glances at the cl 


Everyone cast furitive 





bamboos. 


ri) 


Fear was writ large in each pair of 
eyes. 

Suddenly they h 
growl of the anin 
stalks moved and a pair of yellow- 





d the angry 





The bamboo 





stroking his 


The villagers looked at the 
bamboo grove in awe 
An enthusiastic young man 
advanced tov 


id wonder 








rds the gro. 





The tiger 
soon as the man threw another 
stone at it, the tiger roared and 
jumped out from behind the 


bamboos. In the twinkle of an eye, 


n 











the animal slapped the man on his 










shoulders and rushed back to the 
Pandemoniuin re The 
terrified villagers fled in panic 


Some of then 
inciting the less 
throw stones at the animals. 


(ol of them, a little more 
sensible to the situation on 
‘a. By now two 
Jong hours had passed, The sun was 





high in the sky making matters only 

The Sunderban tiger ist 
nocturnal animal. If h 
broad daylight he often keeps to the 
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thickets protecting himself from 
daylight. Quitea number of people 
had gathered by the bamboo grove 
as the news that a man-eating tiger 
had been spotted spread like wild 
fire. Tigers rarely stray into human 
habitation, When they do, they only 
lift cattle and avoid human contact 
and daylight, As the crowds swelled, 
the tiger too got panicky, He sought 
to hide himself from the people. As 
the crowds grew unruly, the tiger 
growled. Every time the tiger 
growled, the crowd fell back 
‘The arrival of police did not help 
matters, The crowd rippled butdid 
not disperse, Those who could not 
get a view of the anima 
pushing others and there was com- 
motion, To make matters worse, 
man showered pebbles atthe grove, 
calling others to follow his example. 
‘They wanted to compel the tiger to 
come out 
The tiger was lashing its tail and 
flaring at the mob. Itgavea terrible 
roar, A panicstricken policeman 
dropped his rifle and fled. ‘The 
police officer furrowed his brow, 
The nervous crowds al 
‘Teacher : Madan, tell me what is the 
height of Mount Everest? 
‘Madan : Five ond « halt inches sir 
Teacher : fangriy/ What? 
Madan : Yes sir, | measured it in my 
‘geography tex! book! 
Srikanth Dut, Std. Vil, 
Rishi Public School, 
Hyderabad 








were 
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resulting in a stampede, 


Jours passed in great excite- 

ment. More and more people 
started arriving from places far away. 
‘The steadily swelling mob became 
more and more aggressive. The 
tigers were their enemies and had 
to be stoned to death, 

Sometimes, a stray tiger became 
the victim of the villagers’ wrath, 
The officers were unable to control 
the mob. On this oceasion too itwas 
a tough time for the police. They 
were late, For, already thousands of 
people had gathered on the spot. 
The tiger suffered occasional 
missles, It stayed in the bamboo 
grove throughout the day, Irritated 
by the stones and lumps of mud 
thrown at it, the animal was mad 
with terror. 

‘The forest department officials 
had arrived by now, Surrounded by 
the frenzied mob, the tiger now 
miaowed. 

‘The crowds now urged the forest 
officials to kill the tiger. But the 
officials had other ideas, They were 
n orders from their field 














NATURE 
Nature lias multicoloured blooms 
Making honey production bow! 
The plavis avd tne, 
{ait so precious and wane 
Fro god fon us 10 sunrune and cane 
Shwerha.H., age 14, Udipi 


jector who had said the animal 

ke: be tranquilised, captured and 
back to be its natural home 
1 forest to set free. 

‘This amused the villagers. The 
fearsome Bengal tigers were their 
enemies which had to be clubbed 
todeath, ‘Project tiger’ and conser- 
vation of wildlife was merely 
mumbo-jumbo to them! They knew 
how to deal with errant animals. 








he police had barricaded the 

bamboo grove trying to control 
the crowd which only kept 
sing. Finally, they succeeded in 
moving the villagers to one side, 
arkness had already fallen, It took 
the forest officials half an hour 
get their equipments ready. Warlike 
preparations were on to capture the 
tiger. When the mob got restive, the 
police wielded their lathis threa- 
tening to beat them, But news had 
got around that the town-sahibs 
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wanted to shoota tiger not to kill it 
Vhut to make it sleep. 

A huge flashlight was wheeled 
into position and focussed upon the 
iger, The officials took up positions 
Lina semicircle, One of them was 
J armed with a sophisticated capture 
T gun. 

1 The crowd moved closer to watch 
The scene. The gunman had taken 
his position and gradually the 
[ashlight moved closer to the tiger. 
Che animal was blinded by the dazz- 

















4 J ling light, The gunman was ready 


to pulll the trigger. He tooka careful 
aim and as soon as the lighuman sig- 
nalled,, shot the tranquiliser into the 
body of the tiger. 

‘There was a moment of stunned 
silence. The villagers craned their 
neck to see the result, The tiger 
Jeapt up and then slowly fell on the 
ground. 

‘The policemen threatened with 
their lathis, “Ifanyone comes near 
wwe will break his head.” 

‘The crowd stood speechless as 
the forest officials shifted the huge 
Royal Bengal tiger onto the forest 
jeep and moved towards the forest. 
‘They felt like saluting the beast 
though it had terrorised them for a 
whole da 

It had taken ten men to pick up 
the tiger and place him in the jeep. 
‘The tiger was unaware of all this as 
the jeep made its way to its home in 
the forest, home of the tiger. 

SUKHENDU DUTTA, Calcutta 
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Gilles of Belgium 

InFrench, ‘Gille' means a clown, 
A gille wears a big hat with col- 
oured feathers. He dons bell-bot- 
tomed trousers, trimmed with fancy 
laces and tinkling bells and clat- 
tering wooden shoes, Dressed in 
such an outlandish costume, the 
gille parades the streets and sings 
on his way to the town of Binache 
in Belgium, for three days and three 
nights. He carries a basket of or- 
anges which he throws to the 
crowds which gather to watch the 
gille. 
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Mardi Gras 
On Mardi Gras the French make 
a huge paperman called ‘the king 
of Carnival’ which is paraded 


{| through the streets. The paperman. 


is later burnt to signal the end of 





carnival time and the beginning of 
Lent - a time for prayer and fast- 


ing. 
In Mexico, the burning of the 





paperman marks the end of Lent. 
‘A comical paperman is hung from 
a rope in the middle of the street 
on Easter saturday. The paperman 
is covered with fireworks and 
presents. When the paperman is lit, 
the fireworks explode and the 
paperman burns. The presents that 
fall are gathered by the little chil- 
dren around. 


‘Butter’ week 

Lent formally begins on Ash 
wednesday. Since eggs, meat and 
diary products are forbidden dur- 
ing the Lent, these are used up be- 
fore Lent. Eggs and butter are 
eaten on Shrove Tuesday - the day 
before Ash Wednesday. This day 
is popularly known as ‘pancake 





day’ in Britain; as Mardi Gras mean- 
ing ‘fat tuesday’ in France and as 
‘Fastnacht’ meaning ‘Eve of the 
feast’ in Germany etc. The week 
preceding Ash wednesday is 
called ‘Cheese Week’ in Bulgaria 
and Greece. Orthodox Russians 
call it ‘Butter Week.” 


Pancake race 
On Shrove Tuesday, a day be- 


6 





fore the Lent begins the women in 
the town of Olney, England, line 
up in the market square for an unu- 
sual race. Each of them carry pan- 
cakes in frying pans. They race 
upto the church door on the other 
side of the square, flipping the pan- 
cakes thrice as they run, The race: 
is over in a minute. The pans and 
the pancakes are then placed in- 
side the church. The winner in the 
race gets a prayer book from the 
minister as her prize. 


Cakes, eggs and bunnies 
Inthe US, besides eggs, choco- 
late bunnies and chocolate lamibs 
are made for Easter. In Poland, spe- 
NY © 





cial easter cakes as wide as the 
skirt of an old woman are made. 
They are called ‘Bubkas’ meaning 
old woman. In Italy pizzas with 
‘eggs are made and in all countries 
lambs are a speciality in Easter din- 
ner. 





K.R.V, Coimbatore 
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aster falls be- 

tween March 

22 and April 
28. Itis celebrated on 
the first sunday after 
the full moon, following 
March 21-the vernal 
equinox (when the 
night and day are of 
‘equall duration). 

Easter sunday ends 
the 40 days of fast and 
prayer called the Lent. 
The Lent marks 
Christ's 40 days’ fastin the 
desert, 

The week from Palm 
‘Sunday to Easter Sunday is known as 
the holy week. During the week, serv- 
ices are held in churches, Palm 
‘sunday marks the palm-strewn-entry 
into Jerusalem. Holy Thursday or 
Maundy Thursday marks the Last sup- 
per. 

Good Friday is observed as the day 
of Christ's crucifixion, Easter sunday 
marks his resurrection. 

‘The lamb, one of the symbols of 
Easter originated in ancient Hebrew. 
God is believed to have ordered the 
Israelites to smear the door posts of 
their houses with the blood of the 
sactificed lambs, The Angel of Death 
would thus pass their houses and 
spare the first bors of the Jews, and 
would move over to the houses of the 
Egyptians. 

The pascal lamb identified with 
Christ is called the lamb of God. Fire, 
is a christian easter symbol. It is 
known as the light of the world, The 
custom of sunrise service can be 
traced to the ancient spring festival 
that celebrated the rising of the sun, 
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The custom of wearing 
new clothes on easter 
sunday comes from 
Baptism on easter 
sunday of the early 
christians, who were 
led into the church 
wearing new robes or 
white linen. 

One of the best 
known symbols of 
easter is the egg. 
Egg has symbolised 
renewed life from an- 
cient days. Many 
people colour easter 
eggs according to theirfancy. The sun 
symbolised good fortune; the rooster- 
{ultlment of one’s wishes; the deer- 
{good health; flowers-love and charity 
otc 


Egg rolling 


This is a moder custom. Each 
year on the lawns of the White House 
in Washington D.C., and in countries 
ke Austria, France, Germany, Iran, 








Iraq, Norway and Syria a game invoW- 
ing the knocking of the eggs is played. 

Every year people decorate 
churches with white flies and green 
palms, White lilies denote beauty and 
goodness. Palms denote peace and 


serenity. 
ms Visalakshi Ramani, 


‘Coimbatore 
a 







HARI CAME TO THE STATIC, ‘OH, GOD! A 

RAILWAY STATION HASTE: | BOMB BLAST ON 

TO RECEIVE HIS 1 THE TRACK NEAR 

AUNT, JUST THEN “BLACK ROCK"? 
i 


IN THE STATION gaggia NE 


MASTER'S. 






SEND THE 
REPAIR 
CREW 
IMMEDIATELY 
TO THE 
SPOT... 
WHAT, 





STARLINGS, HELP Mesave 


AUNT AS WELL AS HUNDREDS, 
OF OTHER INNOCENT PEOPLE, 


BLACK ROCK. 
STATION, EH? 





0 GoD! 
IT 1S TOO LATE... 
WE CAN ONLY SEND. 
MEDICAL HELP 


N “NOW... 












HARI FLEW STRAIGHT TO BLACK 
ROCK JUST OVER THE TRACK 


‘AT AN INCREDIBLE 
SPE 












y 
~A 


HE WAS SCANNING. 
THE LINES, FLYING 
CLOSE TO THEM — 








HE FOUND A BIG GAP IN ONE OF THE 
RAILS. 




















HE PLACED HIS 
HAND IN LEVEL 











THE WHOTE 

TRAIN RAN 

ae OVER HIS 
HAND. 
























NOW THLRE 
IS ENOUGH 
TIME TO 
REPAIR 
THE TRACKS, 





THANKS TO STARLIM 
YOU PROCEED AUNTY... | WILL 
JOIN YOU AT THE STATION 
















IF ONLY THE DRIVER HAD A, 
MOBILE PHONE WITH HIM, THE 
TRAIN COULD HAVE BLEN 
STOPPED EASILY. HOPE IT 

WOULD BE MADE POSSIBLE 
IN THE YEARS 
TO COME. 



















few ministers were sit- (( | kill them in algebraic pro- 
ting wih King dayabatan \! potions, but they multiply in 
fn ‘one day. geometric proportions” said 
ee Ayalzan, the minister Arivli 
for foreign affairs, was unusually quiet, ‘Here, what's all this jargon?” the 
perhaps because it had been a long king said petulantly. “Can't you speak 
time since he had gone on one of his _ in plain language?" 
foreign ties, and so hed rotting to 
talk about. Sigainasam, the home 
minister, and Arivili, the education min- 
sant chat 

‘Something must be done about 
the rabbits” said Sigainasam. 

ha rabbis” the king asked. 
"Haven't you heard, Your Majesty?” 
end” said Sigainasam. “Their 
bit hutch, #01 speek 

‘Why can't you have the 
exermnated?’ the king asked 

‘They are breeding faster than we 
can kill them’ said Sigainasam. "For 

hundred kiled two hundted 


THE 

































abbits 
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“He is the educa 
tion minister, You 
Majesty, and so he 
is expected to go 
‘over our heads” 
said Sigainasam, 
“Everytime 
someone goes 
over my head | get 
‘a headache" said 
the king 

“We may have 10 
callout the army to 


destroy the rabbits" said Sigainasam. 

“Where did these rabbits come 
from in the first place?" the king asked 

"From the laboratory of Professor 
Boilslau" said Arivil, "They escaped 
when he was out of station.” 

“You mean he had thousands of 
rabbits in his lab?" the king asked, 

“Oh, no, Your Majesty" said 
Sigainasam. "He had only six, and 
four of them came out ofthe lab. The 
four have now multiplied into this 
horde." 

“Who is this Boilslau anyway?” 

“He is one of our leading scientists, 
Your Majesty. He is called Bade 
Boilsiau because of his senior scien- 
tist status.” 

“He lives in a big compound just 
outside the city, and he conducts all 
kinds of experiments there” said Arivil, 
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ag ‘ounds interesting’ the king 


.) said. "Why don't we go over 
/ there and have a look?” 

“I'll order a carriage for the tri 
said Sigainasam, 

In a few minutes the king and his 
three ministers were on their way. They 
were admitted into Boilslau’s com- 
pound by a watchman, They wan- 
dered about for a while, and then 
found Boisiau in the backyard 

Boilstau was a lean old man with 
an unruly mop of shaggy hair and a 
droopy moustache. He had a bag of 
grain in his hand from which he was 
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feeding some hens, ducks and tur- 
keys. A couple of rabbits were hop- 
ping about nearby. 

Sigainasam had to call out several 
times before Boilslau noticed them 
“What can | do for you?” the scientist 
asked the group, not realising that he 
was in the presence of royalty. 

“His Majesty, the King of 
Jayabalpore has deigned to visit you 
in your premises” Sigainasam said 
grandly, 

"Oh, the king!" said Bollslau, and 
attempted to make a deep bow, and 
almost fell down. Ayalaan quickly 
grabbed his arm and steadied him. 

“We have heard 
so much about 
you, Professor” 
the king said. 







“We thought we could go round your 
place and see some of your experi- 


ments 

Wh Boilslau. “We can start with 
EAS this investigation | am doing 

right now." 

“You mean feeding these fowl?” 
Sigainasam asked. 

“The experiment consists in learn- 
ing how these birds move when be- 
ing fed” Boilslau said, “It is generally 
believed that chicken and turkeys cir- 
cle to the left of the person feeding 
them, while ducks move to the right, 
thus bumping into each other, This is 
what | am testing.” 

"And what is your finding?” Arivili 
asked, 

“Oh, it is too early to say. | have 
been doing this experiment for just a 
year now, It may take a couple more 
years for a definite finding.” 

“And these rabbits?” the king 
asked, 

"They are here for another experi 
ment” Boilslau explained. "I am try- 
ing to find the best way to lift a rab- 
bit.” 

“And what is the best way?” 

“| haven't arrived at any conclu- 
sion, Some say rabbits should be lifted 
by the ears. Some others say they 
should be lifted by the loose skin 
above their shoulders. Some say 
hands should be put under their stom- 
chs to lit them. | need more rabbits 
to make a thorough study.” 

“Well, there are thousands of rab- 
bits roaming about all over the city” 
Arivill said. 





great honour I'm sure” said 
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(Oy) 22h?” sale Bolsizu eagerly. 
‘ "| must get a few." 
“The army will get them for 

you" said the king with a chuckle. 

"Most kind of you" said Boilslau. 
"Now shall we move to the turtle sec: 
tion?" 

“What are you doing with the tur 
ties?” Sigainasam asked. 

"| am trying to define the difference 
between a turtle and a tortoise.” 

1 thought both were the same! 
sald the king 

"Both belong to the order Chelonia, 
but tortoises are land animals, and 
turtles are marine animals." 

They reached an enclosure where 
a number of tortoises were wadaling 
about. “These are tortoises, and those 
are turtles" said Boils. 





“The word tortoise comes from the 
Spanish ‘tortuga’. The word turtle origi- 
nally referred to a dove, 

"So does a turtle dove have any- 
thing to do with a tortoise?” Arwill 
asked. 

‘A dove lies, a tortoise crawls and 
a turtle swims” said Boilslau absent- 
mindedly. 

Ayalaan spoke up for the frst time. 
‘Have you ever tried racing these tor 
toises with those two rabbits there?” 


+9) ollslau looked bewildered. Arivili 

3 came to his rescue. “Thal's 
— strictly for fairy tales." 

Next they went to an enclosure 

‘where two elephants stood chomping 

‘on some sugarcane. 

“1 am studying the 

way the elephant 

ties down. It 





extends the hind legs backward and 
the front ones forward. All other quad- 
tupeds including horses bring the 
hind legs forward in lying down.” 

“Why is the elephant different?” 

“The knee joints of their hind legs 
are in the front.” 

“Do elephants ever lie down?” 
Sigainasam asked 

“Asian elephants do occasionally 
But African elephants don't, My next 
sludy will be a comparison between 
‘the two.” 

“Take care” Ayalaan said, "The 
Alrican elephant can never be tamed 
even if he is lying down.” 

“Wish you all the best” the king 
said, And then they returned to the 
palace. 

On the way Ayalaan said : "What's 
the use of all these experiments? In 
‘what way do these studies help us? 
Do they contribute in any way to the 
development of the country or the 
people?" 

"That's the beauty of science” 
Aivili said, The quest is a goal in it- 
self, Science should have no other 
motive except the spirit of enquiry.” 


nyway, Professor Boilsiau's 
A\ kind of science is very amus- 
2b: 

was that. 


ing" said the king. And that 
Some days later they heard about 
the sad fate of Professor Boilslau. 
While he was persuading an elephant 
to lie down, the animal had taken of- 
fence and chased the old scientist. 
He had leapt over the fence into the 
next enclosure where he had fallen 
down and hit his head against a tor- 
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toise. Whereupon he had lost hi 





“What do you get if you cross a 
potato with a computer?” 
“Microchips.” 
N. Nagbhushan, 
Bangalore 





memory, and had forgotten all about 
his experiments. He had taken to 
speaking ina strange language which 
was Greek to all those who heard him. 

"Are you sure it was a tortoise, and 
not a turtle that he had fallen on?" 
Ayalaan asked, 

“anyway it was of the order of 
Chelonia” Arivili said. "What a loss to 
science" he sighed 

“What loss?” Ayalaan asked. 

Sigainasam replied : "Well, we will 
never know whether a duck will circle 
to the right and a turkey to the left.” 

“We will aways wonder whether an 
elephant wil stretch its hind legs back- 
ward or forward when it ies down” 
said Avi 

“We won't even know whether to 
carry a rabbit by its ears or its hind 
legs" said Sigainasam. 

You are both hare-brained, and 
deserve a rabbit punch’ Ayalaan said 

“What is rabbit punch?” the king 





asked. Scientific enquiry was alive 
and well in Jayabalpore. 

JANAKAN 
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In French it is un 
poisson a'Avril. Poisson 
means ‘fish’ 

‘Some people believe 
that Noah was the first 
April fool. He sent a dove 
on a fruitless errand, This 
was on April 1 of the He- 
brew calendar. Some say 
it is a mockery of Christ's 
trial, Others relate it to the 
Uncertain weather around 
this time. 

Some say itis a relic of 
the roman festival, Cerealia 

‘On a lovely spring day, 
Proserpine, the daughter of 
goddess Ceres, was gath- 
ering flowers when Pluto 
came by in his chariot. He 
abducted Proserpine from 
the garden and carried her 
away with him to the nether 
world. 

The git!'s screams ech 
ced in the air. Ceres 
looked for her everywhere, 
She kept chasing the 


Il Fool's 
Day 80 popular i Eng- 
land has found mention in the writings &che: People point ou that 


‘of Joseph Addison, who did not think much of this awe foo! fe also like 
practise, Charles Lamb has written a delightful 53. o.P.Bhagat, 


piece on the subject, 


















pan, Buddhist followers 
Buddha's birthday 
wang children queue 
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Long ago, the new year began on 
‘April 1, Later it was changed to Janu 
any 1. Some people forgot this and con 
tinued to celebrate new year's day on 
April 1. Others made fun of them call: 
ing them, April fools, They were the 
first batch of April foots 

All Fool's Day is believed to ha 
originated in France, In Portugal, peo 
ple observe All Fool's Day on two day's 

the Sunday and Monday preceding 
the Lent. They throw flour on friends 
In England, tricks must be played only 
in the morning, Persons tricked are 
called by different names in different 
countries. In France they are called 
“April Fish, in Scotland they are ‘April 
Gawk’ and in England! ‘noddie’. He is 
“April Foo!” in other countries, 
































‘open Shrines are covered with 
flowers. Each child pours a ladle 
of sweet tea on the statue, This 
festival is also known as the 
flower festival. Cherry trees begin 
to blossom at this time of the year: 

KRY, 
Coimbatore 
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These everbusy ants are very brisk 
‘They work hard thelr paths Hed with 
tisk 


Though they are very small 
Thelr habits challenges all, 
Thee IMespan is short, 
‘They work smart and fast. 
They work with courage, 
Braving all obstacles to thelr passage. 
‘They store food in thelr anthill shelter, 
For the forthcoming winter, 
They always plan for thelr future, 
That Is thelr Innate nature. 
They teach that ‘Time Is Gold 
[A proverb that has often been told. 
They are a lesson In strength of unity, 
Which Is so lacking In humanity. 
Laborious thelr tasks are! 
Precious thelr habits are! 
Following thelr habits is good, 
‘Thence fram our childhood. 

M, Delvanal, age 15, 

Karalkudl 
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[SCIENCE-FICTION 





TIME : YEAR: 


nd it all started with 


VENUE : PLANET EARTH 
the cloning ofa sheep 
nd with the 


i) A nes. | finish: 


ed narrating the story of 
‘cloning’ to 
my fouryear 





















old cousin. 
Aditi, only to 
find her bliss 
fully asleep. 

Sorrow 
gripped me 
as I realised 


ore: 


seal 
‘eis 


that thiswas going 

to be her last peaceful sleep 
before death finally embraced us 
all. I travelled down the memory 
lane recalling the days when the 
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cloning of a sheep triggered howls 
of protest from all over the world, 
Ethicists denounced cloning as 
inherently evil, opposable on 
Biblical grounds, an immoral tool 





against the laws of nature. But, 
scientists ultimately emerged vie 

torious, Cloning was first 
J) legally accepted for ‘trans- 


pla 





then 


caught on, influencing various 
fields. 

Infertile couple resorted to clon: 
ing, Politicians cloned themselves 
as protection from assassins, cine- 
stars, sports champions were all 
cloned for betterment of their res- 
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pective 
fields. 
Scarcity 
of food was 
solved by 
cloning of vegetables, g 
But all good things f ©3, 
must necessarily come 
toanend, Cloning too 
had servere repurcussions, on the 
society. Unemployment doubled 
and mass cloning lead to fall in the 
quality of livestock and crops 


B: creating a new clan of 
clone-slaves who catered to all 
the needs of the people, including 
complicated decision-making, 
humans developed a lethargic 
attituele and completely alienated 
themselves from the values of the 
real world, People had slowly begun 
to notice changes in the behaviour 
of the cloned beings, but their 
befuddled brains prevented them 
from looking closely into the 
matter 














Tt was a matter of mass destruc 
tion of an entire metro by clones 
which made people sit up and take 
notice, Scientists all over the world 
racked their brains to find the 
reason behind the change in the 
behaviour of clones. 








After many experiments scientists 
finally discovered a flaw in the clon- 
ing process due to which the clones 
though exact human replicas lac- 
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ked humane 
qualitics and 
had only in- 
herited the 
‘killer attitude’ 
But they could do 
Tittle to save earth, 
Thanks to the 
lethargic attitude of 





© 3 er 
humans, clones had taken contol 
over all the defence secrets of the 
world, Clones decided to end the 


entire human race in a mock war 
situation, using guillotines and gas 
chambers, People were pulled out 
of their homes and hiding places 
and were killed ina ghastly manner. 
No one was spi 

‘The clones attacked our hiding 
place on March 20. We were all 
pushed into gas chambers and here 
we lay waiting for death to lay its 
icy hands on us when suddenly, 

Tr... ring... I woke up feeling 
suffocated. 
I was sweating profusely. The fan 
was not working, Oh, dear, it was 
yet another power cut. 

T opened the window to let in 
fresh morning air when I noticed 
the newspaper lying on the table. 
The headlines were screaming — 














Itwas the alarm clock! 








“Today the sheep..... tomorrow 
the shepherd...” I closed my eyes. 
The worst is yet to come. 





Usha Raman, age 16, 
MES College, Bangalore 
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swam to safety. 

















A performance of ‘Snow White 
and The Seven Dwarfs’ had to be 
cancelled in England because six 
of the actors playing dwarfs were 
down with flu, The only dwarf to 
stay healthy was, Sneezy! 





Alexander Graham Bell was not 
only the inventor of the telephone, 
but also the inventor of early flying 
machines. Graham Bell invented 
the telephone at 29, and it made 
him rich and famous. His sojourn 
with aeronautics led to experiments 
with kites, large enough to carry @ 
motor and a man. In 1907, one of 
Bell's kites flew into the sea along 
with the pilot. The pilot, however, 
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Hugh Hicks owns about 60,000 
light bulbs, the largest collection in 
the world. Hugh has the world’s 
largest bulb, a four-foot tall crea- 
tion that can glow only in 30 sec- 
ond spurts, and the world's small- 
est, a pinpoint light used to inspect 
missiles. 





pa. 


Book borrower 


Robert Walpole returned a book 
borrowed from a library after 288, 
years. Mr, Walpole borrowed the 
book form the Sidney Sussex Col- 
lege, Cambridge, England in 1667. 
Itwasn'tretured until 1955 by aman 
named, John Plumb. The library 
didn'tfine the borrower Ifthe library 
had chargeda fine of 1Ocents a day, 
that would have been a whopping $ 
10,512! 
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Eskimo ice-creams. 


The ice-creams available in the 
Eskimoland aren't icy or creamy! 
They are melted caribou fat 
whipped up nice and fluffy and 
seasoned with ground caribou 
meat and wild berries. 











Five entire countries combined 
could easily fit inside the Walt Dis- 
ney World Resort (43.75 sq. miles 
of 28,000 acres) in Florida, US, The 





countries are Monaco (Europe), 
0.75 sq. miles or 480 acres, Vati- 
can city (Europe), 0.17 sq. miles or 
109 acres. Nauru (Pacific Island), 
8 sq. miles or 5,120 acres, Tuvalu 
(South Pacific), 9 Sq. miles or 


5,760 acres and San Marinio (Eu- 
rope), 24 sq. miles or 15,360 
acres. 








Ten-pin hallstones: 


In 1970, hailstones as big and 
heavy as ten-pin bowling balls, fell 
on the town of Coffeywille, Kansas 
inthe US, 





The city of Paris, France 
has more dogs than 
children! 

‘Suresh K. Anjum 
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‘APPU | THINK: \ 

1AM STRONGER 

THAN YOU. 

bre li " 
iS } 





‘APPU JUST TAKEN | 
THE OTHER END 


‘OF THE ROPE 
‘AND PULL. | 





We GORULAM 

















eae Bo 

“(You ARE REALLY 

SUPER JUMBO 
"APPU. 


I TRIED TO 
‘APRIL FOOL 











cotour 4i¥ bit TURE OF sov 2 
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STEM BRAIN-DRAIN 


The article, “A Country called 
America’ by Kavitha was really nice. 
It is so in-keeping with the trends 
these days. Highly qualified Indians 
from various fields prefer to take up 
lucrative positions abroad and prefer 
to live there. The parents of such 





students are also happy with their 
decisions. 

Isit not time to think of stemming 
this exodus? Most problems of our 
country are due to over-population. 
Indians are very intelligent and have 
a lot of potential. Why do we use 
cour resources to serve other 
countries when our own country is 
crying for attention? 

Today USA, Britain, France, Japan 
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and Australia are deve- 

oped countries, thanks to Indians, 

who have settled in these counties. 

Shouldn't we think over our plight? 

With a little effort we could bring 
India also to the forefront 

S. Subha Jyothi, Std. X, 

Balalok Mat. HSS, 


Chennai 


VOTE SENSIBLY 


Today India is facing so many 
problems which require instant 
attention. Politicians, with no parti- 
cular interest in the development of 
the country are leading the country 
towards a crisis. Since the citizens 
are gullible, the politician is having 
a free-hand, 

Isn't it time we set up a proper 
governing body so that we avoid 
disappointments? Shouldn’t we vote 
sensibly and bring about a proper 
government, at least now? 

C.S. Meena Poornima, age 16, 

SI Ewart Mat, School, Chennai 













+ Rot Dov -Etrome right 
the meaning of the anthem. 
The Constitution has givet 
us the power to vote, but mos 
voters hardly take this 
challenge resigning them- 
selves to their fate saying no 
party is worthy of the seat of 
power. 

The educated class is less 
patriotic than the illiterate 
masses. My teacher ended 
the lecture by telling us that 
even students like us can 
brighten India’s horizon by 
learning to look at the prac- 

OF SENSE AND tical side of the political arena, 
My teacher had indeed awakened 

NON-SENSE ‘a sense of pride in me. Let her tribe 
Myrteacher pointed out how our flourish. Though we have much to 
country had made a mockery of a study by way of portions in school, 
system called democracy by making _ a period or two devoted to educating 
a novice like Rabri Devi a chief us on patriotism won't go waste, | 
minister. All of us have to earn to think. 
fill our stomach. The government 
or the chief minister is not going to Bhuvana Shankar, age 12, 
feed us. We sing our national Carmelite Convent Eng. H.S., 
anthem never really understan« Thane 


NEIGHBOURS 


Neigoours are pele who ve 
‘On your street. 
‘And tl you youre rlsy 
Ornaughy, 
Or sweet, 
Thay sme 
Wan ou are obit 
And get angry 
When youre bad. 
Neighbour are people 
Ue yourmum and dad 
WNinad Sudhakar Nika, age 10, 
Std Vi AECS,, Mumbai 
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THE PRINCESS’ |Esic 
CHOICE 


Anirudh Rajkumar, age 9, 
Bharatiya Vidhya Bhavan, 
Chennai. 


Illustration ; P, MAHESH 





= ZT 
you allow me to choose 
/ my groom? 
be o 3 





THE KING THOUGHT FOR SOME 
TIME, BUT THEN AGREED, 

















RAGHAV MARRIED THE PRINCESS AND RULED 
THE LAND WISELY. 
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here Twas, 
standing in 
the midst of the huge crowd in the 
busy airport of Dallas (in Texas) 
wondering how I would tell my 
parents about it, ‘There were tears 
in my eyes as I recalled my childhood 
days, “Why me?" I wondered for the 
umpteenth time. 

We were together in everything, 
But, now I had to do it all 
alone, This thought haunted 
me as my mind wandered 
back in time. We were born 
together (there may have been 
merely two minutes’ difference). We 
were twins, We lay side by side in 
the cradle close to our mother. Not 
only did we look alike, but we did 
everything alike, 

We were in the same class and 
competed in everything, Rob 
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(Robert) 
‘was good at academics, and in 
theatre, I, Tom (Thomas) covered 
up for my brother's weaknesses. I 
was good at athletics, ‘The only 
difference in our features was that 
Rob was blue-eyed. 
T was better known of the wo 
though Rob always stood first in 
class, Soon we were out of high 


Wheel of 


ORTUNE 


school. Rob's ambition was to 
become « Hollywood director and I 
‘wanted to compete in the Olympics. 


1b was just completing a movie 


and [ was turning out to be 
fine athlete. But, the wheels of for. 


my chest and I was then 
offered a desk job. I knew Rob 
was nervous and could not 
serve well at the warfront, 
‘Two days after my assuming 
the desk job there was a cable 
from Rob. He wanted to see me 


immediately because he had just 
had a fatal accident. I rushed to 
hie make-shift hospital my brother 

had been sent to, It was ui 
I Phe} iyzenic. Under the tatcered vent 
|< Y¥ hie lay pathetic, I sat beside my 
fe brother holding his hands watching, 

ba him breathe his last. 
— He died in my arms, He could 
SE 0: be saved. I sat there tears stream- 
BZ ing down my cheeks. A part of me 
was gone, Here | am standing to 
receive my parents. [ had totell them 
tune played a strange role in ourlife. the truth 





‘A war broke out and both of us Samantha lyer, Std. XI, 
enrolled in the military. We went to Bishop Cotton Girls H.S., 
war together and were posted at the Bangalore 


Budding Chet 
‘You need 


1, 2 cup of chopped ripe mangoes 





2. Y litre mith 

3.6 8 ths sugar 

4. Tee cubes 

Add the chopped mangoes to a little 
silk ina mixie and blend toa smooth past, 
‘Add the rest ofthe milk, sugar and ice cubes 
and run the mixie for 30 seconds. Serve 
the milk: shake chilled 

Zeenath Aly, age 12, Palakkad 
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Dear Ma'am 
This is tO say that 
\ haven't been 
‘conning you at 
jing. You accuse me 
‘of cheating. you. 
However Ye ike you to know, it 
yes me great pleasure 
to assure you that you ‘shall hes 
tartar comin 
T promise you that 
{will behave: Your assis excellent, 
{really enjoy 
Ya like you 9 know 
yw definitely try 
yn future to stop 
cracking jokes 2 throwing papet 
rockets: 
You will no 1a ‘need to 
watch out smissiles 
watrevure not OHS lit, but 
Te eaten abivon #1 
make sure that | nevet 
make you ery again. 
ser what napPeS: 
| shall try my ist to keeP my 
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or ee 

by tee of is year 

'd have convinced 

T'd have succeeded aa 

in proving that I'm not the kind 0 

‘i student who finds great 

in riving you crazy, e 
, ma’am next time you come tc 

class don' 
ieep on expect he a 
n't worry, there won't be 
iccedanimreakee. 
mouse in th 

vous 3 chalk box. 

bom = to believe that 

! error. 

Tmnotleng, oo 

I sincerely mean it, 


Ani 
jita Sonia, age 14, Bangalor< 





irupama Vaidhyanathan,a an the US and earlier at 


tennis professional, the Sarasota, Nirupama’s train- 
only woman tohave won — ji ing inthe sporthas made her 
round in the grand slam dg more confident. Her coach 
was recently in Coimbatore. David 0 Meara is a tough task- 


master, she says. 
‘At Sarsota, her training began 
in the morning at seven. After 2 40- 





She picked up the tennis 
racquet at the age of three 
By ten, she was quite prof 
cient. At 24, she has been 
ranked 162 in the world ten: 
nis arena 

She has migrated to the 
US where prospects are 
brighter, she says, For the 
past one year, she has been 
in the US. She says itis very 
difficult to develop oneselt in 
India, in a career lke tennis. 
Here the sport has not been 
given much recognition and 
no proper coaching or en- 
couragement is given. 

In India, when she was 
asked what she was doing for 
a living, she said, “playing 
tennis.” The word profession 
alism does not go with any 
sport here. “Actually, they 
were very surprised I played ’ 
tennis for a living, What is osu iil 
wrong in becoming a pro? 
asks a bemused Nirupama 
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minute running and cycling ses~ 
sion she practises for two hours on 
the field tll before lunch. She then 
continues another three hours of 
this routine with a period of rest 
thrown in-between. 

When she is not training on the 
court she will be working out at the 
gymnasium or training on the track. 

Ithas been a lot of hard work in 
the past year, Her ambition is to 
rank among the top 100 players in 
the tennis professional circuit. She 
lacks a perfect doubles partner, 
unlike Leander Paes. 

Until Mahesh Bhoopathy arrived 
on the field, Paes too had faced 
the same situation. Nirupama has 
played with Cara Black, sister of 
world no, 1 doubles player, Byron 
Black 


irupama did not have the 
financial backing to 
achieve enviable heights 
the game, She says she 
spends a lot of time on taking care 
of her visas, travel plans and other 
requirements. This takes quite a toll 
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on her practice sessions. Had fi- 
nance not been a constraint she 
says she would have been a bet- 
ter performer on the cour. 

She is undaunted even though 
she is older than pros like Hingis, 
who has four grand slam single ti- 
tles before turning 17. She says 
keeping oneself physically fit and 
mobile does 
matter a lot 
when it comes 
to the game it- 
self. Paes and 
Bhoopathy 
have inspired 
her much she 
says. She has 
promised her- 
self that she will 
get to their stan- 
ding in world 
tennis some- 
day, 





- 


az 
e or tosney \ 
mother 
has 
been her moral support. 
During her training in Spain, she 
says her performance improved 
tremendously because she was to- 
tally cut off from the outside world. 
Even the TV had no programmes 
in english. 
Guess what she does off court? 
“Learning to cook." She had to 
learn this art to keep her going. The 
only thing she missed about India 
is the Indian food she has grown 
up on, she says, 
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2) Paste the taller side of 
the smaller carton to the 
shorter side of the bigger 
carton. Let it dry. 

3) Glue the cartons with 
coloured paper. Allow it to 


1) Two discarded * 
cartons of Surf or Det 
2) Scissors 


1) Cut the cartor 
shown in the picture. 


<=> 


ry. 
4) You could add a dash of 

colour to your post box by 

pasting on a funny face, 




















The prize 
money was 
$ 4000 for the 
winners, $ 2,000 
for the runners-up 
and $ 1000 each 
for the two losing 
semifinalists 

That the con: 
cept of the world 
cup was accepted 
without any reser 
vations can be 
guaged by the fact 
that 117, 809 













he spectators paid 

first $ 188, 598 to watch 
world the 15 matches. 
cup itis almost two 
match and a half decades 
held in since the world cup 
England cricket began. Try 


between 
June 7 and 
21, 1975 
a roaring 


answering the fol- 
lowing questions to 
see how well you 

remember the birth 















Ces, It featured of anew chapter in 
aight teams, world cricketing 
test-playing na- history. 

tions and two 

associate members Questions 





~ Sri Lanka and Eas 
Africa, 


1. Very few must 
have forgotten 






W ld fj Gavaskar's unbeaten 
ONG CUD sores 


also saw three Indi 
ans making their 
debut. Who were 
they? 


and 
Quiz Facts 


Kapil Dev with Prudential World Cup 
‘wom by Indian Cricket team in 1985 


2. Inthe same 
match, who scored 
the highest number of 
runs? 

3. Who scored the 
first century in a world 
cup match? 

4, The first world 
cup match was a 
disaster for india. Yet. 
one Indian was able 
to set a record, which 
stands even today 
Can you name the 
cricketer and his 
feat? 

5. The ‘clff-hanger 
contest between West 
Indies and Pakistan 
saw one cricketer, 
destined for glory in 
the following dec: 
ades, Name him, 

6. Only one crick- 
eter won more than 
one Man of the Mate! 
award, Who is he? 

7. Dennis Lille 
was hit for 35 runs in 

10 balls. The man who 
did it was a West 
Indian. Who was 

he? 

















Compiled by 
R.Shri Ranjitha, 
Bangalore 

from The Deccan 
Herald 


Answers on Page: 65| 


GoxKuLAM 





Apeil 98 


IN THE WILD 
Divya: Mr. Amoeba, for the ben- 
efit of the readers, can you tell us 


to which genus you belong? AN 
Mr. Amoeba: | belong to the 
group of one-celled organisms 


called ‘PROTOZOA’. They are not 


visible to the naked eye. | stand first WITH 


in the row of animal kingdom, when 


you classify the living beings 
Divya: Oh, that is wonderful. ra 
‘Amoeba: | am lucky enough to 

be surrounded by aquatic flora, 


plankton and bacteria. Sometimes 
bacteria is my food. | don't have _igms, Strange, is it not? 
any mouth like you. | respire and ivya: Thanks for your precious 
excrete through my membrane. | time, Mr, Amoeba. Good bye and 
can change the shape of my good luck 
irregular body which helps me to Divya Hirani, 
swim, St. Anthony SSS, 
Divya: Mr. Amoeba, | have a 
certain amount of brain which com- 
mands and controls my body. Do 
you have a similar organ? 
Amoeba: Well, you claim to 
be the highest evolved animal 
with a complex co-ordination, 
but we have a smiple device 
called motorium. May | add to 
your knowledge? | am a 
heartless creature. 
Divya: Dear 
friend, will you 
throw some light 
on the methods 
by which you repro- 
duce? 
Amoeba: Well, in 
order to reproduce, 
we divide ourselves 
to form two organ- 
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Dear Grandma worm, 
1B thave a superiority complex when 
it comes to boys. | think girls are 
superior to boys. | am also very 
sensitive to everything. How do | 
change my attitude? 
Chitra, age 17, 
New Delhi 


Dear Chitra, 

(0) You must first realise that neither 
sex is superior to the other, You have 
to learn to live as a human being. 
Watch how your parents and close 
relatives behave with each other in 
company. You will learn that your 
attitudes are misplaced. Also learn to 
look at life practically. 


Dear Grandma worm, 
B 1 have no talent and am so jealous 
of my sister, who is very talented. How 
do I find out where my talent lies? How 
can | avoid jealousy? 

Tharani, age 10, 

Chennai 

Dear Tharani, 
You have the courage to write 
about your problem to us.That in itself 
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GRANDMA 


3 WORM 


is a beginning. Do you like to draw, 
paint or write? What do you do when 
you have finished your studies and 
homework for the day? You will get an 
answer to your question, Start 
developing a hobby like, collecting 
leaves, lowers or stamps or greeting 
cards, It will take your mind off such 
Unhappy thoughts. 


Dear Grandma worm, 

1B 1 live in an apartment complex. 
Along with my friends | play cricket 
near the complex, Once while | was. 
playing the ball landed close to a car. 
The next moment the owner of the 


car, a woman, came running and 
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shouted at me, But the ball hadn't even. 
touched her car. She spotted a mark 
on the car and said | had damaged the 
car, Now, | am scared she will land 

‘me in trouble. 
‘Akshat Mudbidri, age 1, 
Mangalore 


Dear Akshat, 

(0) By the time this letter is publised 
your problem may have been solved. 
Today, unfortunately we have to live in 
apartment complexes since space is a 
constraint. Why don't you and your 
friends play in a playground close to 
your house? All cities have municipal 
playgrounds. There may be open, 
vacant grounds near your street or 
colony, Hunt out such an open place 
and you don't have to worry about 
damaging other people's cars when it 
comes to hitting a sixer! 





Dear Grandma worm, 

My grandmother says Goddess 
Saraswathi gives us knowledge. If she 
continued to do so, what happens 
when her fund of knowledge is 
exhausted? 





Shruti, age 5, 
Mumbai 


Dear Shruti 

(6) Knowledge is inexhaustible, The 
more you learn the more is the thirst 
for knowledge. So there is no end to 
what goddess Saraswathi can give, 
Goddess Saraswathi is a divine 
‘extension of your teacher. And when 
you pray and meditate you gain 
confidence and you are able to 


GOKULAM pd’8 


concentrate better in your studies. 


Dear Grandma worm, 

B 1am in class Vil, One of my 
teachers favours me over the rest of 
the class. So much so, he ignores 
others and makes sure that | have 
understood everything he teaches in 
the class. He keeps tabs on me all the 
time. If | forget my homework | get 





off scot free while the others in my 
class have a rough time. My class mates 
are jealous of me. | don't know how 
to handle the situation. He even gave 
me a big present on my birthday. No 





Rohan Sreedhar, age ||, 
Kerala 


Dear Rohan, 
©) Ask your parents to talk to your 
teacher, It might help. 





Love, 
Grandma worm 
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CREATION QUIZ 


1. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
2. Rafael Sabatini 
3. Lee Falk 
4, George 
Bernard Shaw 
5. Walt Disne; 
RK. Laxman 
7. Pran 
8. Charles Dickens 
9, Alexander Dumas 
10. R.L. Stevenson 


GO LITERARY 


1. Ernest Hemingway 
2. Boris Pastemak 

3. HG. Wells 

4, Rudyard Kipling 

8. Charles Dickens 

6. Adolf Hitler 

7. George Bernard Shaw 
8. Sir Walter Scott 

9, Salman Rushdie 
10.William M. Thackrey 


World Cup an 
Quiz Facts 


1. K.Ghavri, M. Amarnath, 
A.Gaekwad, 
2.G.R, Vishwanath (37) 








3. Dennis 
Amiss (137) 

4, Bishen Singh Bedi - 12-8-6-1 
(Vs East Africa) 

5. Javed Miandad 

6. Gordon Greenidge 

7. Alvin Kallicharan 





Teacher: "What do you call a 
person who keeps on talking 
when people are no longer inter- 
ested?” 

Student: “A teacher” 

. Kathyayani, VIA, St. Aloysius 
Girls’ HSS, Tuticorin 
GOKULAM April 
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he much-awaited day finally 
T denned hocks was 2 by 
place with parents pouting i, look 
ing nt ther chiles progress and achieve 
ments 
The School Day celebration was in full 
‘swing. Special dishes were served to the 
parents as they rushed to cuddle their 
child and make up frllthose lonely days 


they had spent away from their children. 
At 5:30 p.m. the entertainment pro- 
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gramme 
began with much ex: 
citement. There was along lst of en- 
tertainments, filed with fun and frolic. F- 
nally, twas the much awaited interhouse 
dance competition 

‘The Pinkhouse performed the Punbaj 
number and seemed ati best 

‘Mrs, Roy whisperedtoher husbandin 
joy, “Daksha has changed completely. | 
am so happy for her. At last she has Un. 
derstood wa fei all about. 

‘Mr Roy nodded happily in consent. 

There was a great applause as the st 
dents of Pink house ended their wonder- 
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fuldance, The Cream house performed a 
Goan dance, The Red house performed 
‘classical number and the Purple house 
performed the Bhangra, 


lNofthem gave a superb perform- 

ance. The audience was hard put 

to decide which house was the 

best performer. They hadtowait patiently 
till prize distribution, 

Prizes were distributed for 

achievements in various 

fields - academics, 





PART - Vill 
sports, cultural events and other previ- 
‘ously held competitions. Parents watched 
proudly as their children walked up tothe 
stage to receive their awards. 

Rikitha received the second prize in 
general proficiency and she almost ran out 
of the stage with the medal and hugged 

her father, who looked very 

happy and proud. 
"She de- 
served 
thisat- 










From May 98 
THE ADVENTUROUS FOUR 


Padma Seshadri 
Bala Bhavan SSS, 
Chennai 


terall the mess she was in,” said Daksha 
‘and she gota pinch from Rita, for Rikitha’s 
mystery though solved was stil a secret, 
‘Just then, Mr. Peterkins announced, “the 
inter-house dance competition was a suc~ 
cessful event with all the houses doing ex- 
tremely well, One has to win and one has 
tolose, Moreover, there is very lite difer- 
‘ence in the points awarded to them, 

“The maximum points for the competi 
tion is 10. The Cream house has scored 
sseven over ten and stands third in the 
‘competition. The Purple house has eight 
points and stands second and the first 
place with nine points goes to. 


aksha awaited with bated breath 
Dp noPrkhoute ereuncad Mr 
Peterkins, The entie auditorium 
cheered as Daksha and Rita ited the tro- 
phy before the huge audience, Daksta 
was almost in tears, She had won and her 
dream had turned into a reality. 
She looked at her parents, They were 
‘almost shouting in joy. She was happy that 








she could show that she was worthy of 
being their daughter. 

Just then Mr, Peterkins announced 
something, which only intensified 
Daksha's astonishment. "This year we 
have a special award - the courageous 
student of the year, And this award is be- 
ing given away to Daksha Roy for the 
amazing blend of bravery and presence 
cof mind shown by her this year.” 

Daksha could hardly believe it til Mr 
Peterkins himself called her on to the 
stage. Her hands shook with excitement 
{as she received the trophy from the chiet 
quest 

‘Mr. Peterkins, can... can speak few 
words to the audience, please?” she 
asked 

Of course, you are welcome, Daksha," 
‘said Mr Peterkin 


he auditorium was silent as Daksha 
began to speak 


“Dear teachers, parents and 
fiends 

"|... don't know whether | deserve this 
‘award, but surely Hilylocks does deserve 
a place of pride in my Ife. tis here that | 
discovered the essence of love, compas- 
sion, true joy and other ideas of mor 
‘excellence. | have broken out of the co- 
oon of selfishness and my last year of 
schooling has been a wonderful experi- 
‘ence and the intimate bond | have shared 
wit Hillylocks wil be fresh in my memory 
forever and forever. Three cheers to 
Hillyiooks,” 

The audience cheered Daksha as 
Daksha lifted the trophy and kissed it. 


THEEND 
Pruthvi. V. Kumari, age 14 
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shmi and Rita were 
friends. Lakshmi’s 
school was close to 


Rita’s school. Both the girls 
would go to school and return 
home together, fun and laughter 
filling their days, Once an 
essay competition was'to be 
held in Lakshmi's school. 
Rita’s school too was 
participating in the essay 
writing competition, Both the 
girls exchanged this news as 
they walked home. 

“Lakshmi, 


the topic is 
“How to avoid 
road 


know 
where to 
begin and 
where to 














‘ Lakshmi 
end. . : promised to be at the school 
“Never mind. Iwill help hefore the competition began. 
you prepare the essay," stid We will go together to the 
Rita Both the girls poured school," Rita said and left. 
over books and finally prepared “The next day Rita came i 


the essay. One day, Ritacame — «Aunty, where is Lakshmi 
to Lakshmi's house, “Lakshmi, 














i ks she asked. 
tomorrow is the essay writing 
competition. My school bell kshmi’s mother replied, 
goes at 10.30 a.m. Rita, Lakshmi is in the 
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hospital. She was 
on her way to your house, An 
auto ran over her and she had to 
be admitted to a hospital. 

“You have your essay 
writing competition today, 
don’t you? Hurry up and go to 
your school,” Lakshmi's 
mother said. 

“But, aunty in which 
hospital is she now?” Rita was 
persistant, Lakshmi’s mother 





gave her the name 
of the hospital 
Rita reached the 
hospital, paying 
the bus fare with 
the money 
intended for the 
essay 
competition 
entry fee. 
“Oh, Rita, how can you do 
this?” Lakshmi burst out when 
she saw Rita, But all Rita 
would say was, “You have been 
hurt, So what if I miss this 
competition, there will be other 
competitions. But if something 
were to happen to you, I would 
have lost a friend,” said Rita. 
“Rita, you are indeed a 
precious friend,” said Lakshmi, 

















B.N. Pushpalatha, Mysore 




















One: 


he sum 
wwe could never be 
we do, my dear? 
jot be changed by so 


And the he 
But what c 
Teea 


Why do we all fear, 
When t 





word ‘simmer’ we hear? 
Let us not run avay in fear, 
Watching the su far and near: 
Instead, let us learn to bear 

This type of weather which is very rare 
R.Preethi, VIII A, KV CLRI, Chennai 
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hashi, 
you 
have 
topped 
the 
class 
this time 
t00," said Neetu, 
Shashi's best 
friend, Shashi had 
stood first in IX Std, 
too. Just then, 
Prabha, another friend 
of Shashi and Neetu 
entered the class and 
warned, “Ma'mis on her 
way with the report 
cards.” Prabha's wagning had 
the desired effect. All the stu- 
dents went to their places and 
waited silently for the teacher 
toarrive 
There was pin-drop silence 
inthe class. The teacher en- 
tered the class and ad- 
dressed the students, "This 
time too, Shashi has secured 
the highest marks. Neetu has 
stood second and Prabha has 
secured third rank," So say- 
ing, she distributed the report 
cards and announced their 
holidays began from the next 
day. The students spent the 
rest of the day chatting and 
planning what they would do 
during their holidays. 
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Neetu 
busied herself 
with craft classes, She 
attended summer camps too. 
During one of the craft 
classes, she made a parrot. It 
was 80 life-like that she de- 
cided to take it home and 
place It in the show-case, She 
also made of cage of wires, 


he then put all her 
things in a paper bag 
and walked home 


briskly On the way, she met 
n 











and Shashi. The girls 
said, they were on their way to 
visit Neetu. The three girls 
chatted along the way. Neetu 
decided to show off her talent 
She removed the parrot from 
the paper bag. 

Prabha was stunned when 
she saw the parrot, Shashi 
who saw the bird, mistook it to 
be areal parrot, She said, 
“How can you do this, Neetu? 
Don't you know you are not 
supposed to cage birds? 
Have you forgotten nature 





should be 
enjoyed only in 
its natural 
surroundings. 


not 

be caged?" 
Prabha 

said, "How 

much did the bird 

cost? I'l buy the bird,” 

Neetu held up her hand. 
“Wait, wait, Shashi, Prabha, 
This is not a real parrot. It is 
only my work of art." Only then 
did Prabha realise that it was 
nota real bird. She laughed 
and said, "| had even decided 
to buy up the bird and set it 
free.” All the three girls 
laughed over Prabha's mis- 
take and walked home. 


A.Nayemunnisa, X Std., 
Community Centre HS, 
Bangalore 


Patient (to the doctor) : Doctor, 
can Thave some more of the pills you 
‘gave me yesterday? 

Doctor : Yes, of course they must 
have helped you, 

Patient : Yes, doctor, they fit per 
fectly in my son's pop gun. 

Abdul Aziz, Mumbai 
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he lizards and tur- animals and reptiles 
tles of today of this age exhibit an 
emerged in the ‘exchange of scales for 
second season hair, conditioning them: 
of the reptile SBIEAK selves to changes in cli 
family. The later and Fy) mate. 
the most prosper- Dimetrodon gigas 
ous age of the 3 lived in North America 200 
reptiles saw million years ago. It had a 
é short, spiky tail like a 
rhino with a thick scale- 
like fin along its back 
bone. Its face resembled 
the chameleon, It was 
about the size of a St.Bernard 
dog 
Another creature that lived 
during these times is the helmet- 
cheeked lizard or the 
Pariasaurus baini. This was a 
vegetarian and lived on land. It 
had a helmet of bone that cov- 
ered the skull and cheeks. 
The bird-footed reptiles that 
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‘he growth of lush vegetation that existed around one hundred million 

we come across today. years ago, had four toes. They 
Some of the reptiles of this age appeared like lizards and fed on 

had dog-like teeth while sporting plants. They were agile plant climb- 

mammal-like shoulder blades. The ers. 
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The Trachodon Mirabilis’ jaws 
were shaped like the bills of a duck, 
The creature lived in the creta- 
ceous period, It was a vegetarian 
and hopped around. It could crawl 
onall fours and also stood erect on 
two feet. 

The Centrosaurus apertus 
lived about 80 million years ago in 
North America. It looked much like 
the modern-day rhino. It sported a 
hor on its nose that protruded out- 
ward and it exhibited a fan-like 
structure extending from near its 
ears to its neck, At the end of the 
fan, ithad two homs. It was not as 
ferocious as it appeared. 

Scientists believe that not alll di- 
nosaurs were egg-laying creatures. 
Some of them were mammals too. 
Since information on this is very 
sketchy, nothing concrete can be 
‘said about them. 
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Archeopteryx, the first bird to 
dominate earth's skies, survived all 
attacks on it. Since it had wings it 
could fly away from danger. Italso 
laid its eggs in nests on tree tops. 
Thus, the predators could not at- 
tackit. This theory had been widely 
accepted because today's birds 
look very similar to the 
Archeopteryx. 

Modern birds still have exactly 
the same number of wing feathers 
and they are arranged exactly the 
same way. 

The Euplocephaus, armoured 
with lumps and spikes for protec- 
tion also had a clubbed tail. When 
in danger, it crouched down and 
tucked its legs under its body and 
swung its tail at the enemy. 





nthe last issue we saw some 
of the better known dinosaurs 
1B] that lived in the world. Here 
are three more of the same 
species-Dilophosaurs, 
Velociraptor and Gallimimus or 
Collorosaurus. These dinosaurs 
also existed during the time of 
Tyrannosaurus-Rex. 
Dilophosaurs have been 
nicknamed, “spitters.” This 
dinosaur was a four-foot 
Kangaroo-like animal that 
was seemingly friendly 


Iguanodon 


and playful. They were spotted like 
the owl and hooted like them too. 
It was a kind of last warning be- 
fore they spat out a spray of venom 

This spray was a deadly toxin- 
cone that could paralyse and even 
kill a man from a distance of upto 





20 feet away. Velociraptor is con- 
sidered the most vicious dinosaur 
that everlived. It was an intelligent 
animal, as intelligent as the chim- 
panzee, 

This dinosaur always hunted in 
packs and often killed for sport 
They would run at a speed of 60 
miles per hour. They had six-inch 
retractable, razor-sharp claws at 
the end of each limb, They could 
kill a man with a single swipe. 

Gallimimus, is a herd animal, 
roughly the size of an antelope. 
They are very fast but not as fast 
as to escape the clutches of the 
terrifying T-Rex. 


B. Ashok, std VIII A, 
NBWS HS, Mumbai, 

















® A preserved Apatosaurs foot- 
print can hold 80 liters of water. 
The largest egg found of the 





Hypselosaurs is about 30 cm 
long. About 350 species of 
dinosaurs are known to man. 
Many are yet to be discovered. 

The first horse, known as the 
Eohippus was only the size of a 
fox. With evolution, the animal's 
toes developed into hooves as 
Eohippus learnt to survive on 
speed. 

The skull of the 
Pachycephalosaurs is 20 times 
thicker than a man’s. Over 140 











million years ago, the Tautara 
lizard lived alongside the 
Stegosaurus. 

© Scientists believe that the 
dinosaurs were egg-laying 
animals which kept their eg; 
Within their bodies until they had 
hatched so that the young ones 
were not harmed by the outside 
world 

The huge Brontosaurs had 
brains about one tenth of the size 
of a modern mammal’s brain! 









sandeep, age 13, 
ijaya HS, B’lore 
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ello, Subha 
i | shini? It's 
I I, Roma from 
i the Grand 
q Rapids, USA, 
Hello, Roma. How nice of you to 
; call, | Just got back from school. 
i Roma : | too just re- 


tured from my basket- 

ball class. You remember 

Ching Le, that Japanese 

kid? She has been sent 

to the music classes, And she is 80 

pleased, She's even dreaming of becoming a 

singer in a few years’ time, 

‘Subhashini: Ah, lucky Le. Well, 'm 

taking dance classes here, And Il 

probably discontinue them in 

another three years’ time 

when the board ex- 

‘ams are upon me, 

Roma : What 

kind of dance is 

that? Were you chosen 

on the “gifted and tal- 
ented ground?” 

Subha : No, | enrolled in 





















COVER STORY. 
‘a special class on my own, 

Roma : Norma is taking up ballet, 

Subhashini remembered Norma 
very well. The Irish gil literally swayed 
to every music like a slender reed 
‘caught in the westerly wind, No won- 
der she took up ballet 

Roma : And George has taken up 
soccer. Remember Huan Sen, that 
Chinese boy? He is taking up silk 
weaving, his grandfather's profession, 
His grandfather has come to stay with 
Huan Sen's family and Huan even pre- 
sented me a silk scarf for this Valen- 
tine's Day. 

Subha : We don't have such 
specialisations Roma. And no field 
trips or trekking or camping 

Roma : How can that be? The jun- 
iors here went for a nature reading 
walk, They watched an ow! feed on a 
rat. Davy says even as they watched 
the owl spat out the remnants. His 
class teacher picked up these bits 
and Davy's class put them together. 
‘And guess what they found? The ow! 
eats up awhole rat and 
throws up the bones! 
This year weare plan- 
ning a two-week 
camp, Mr, Jones, the 
et principal and the cor- 
respondent are accompanying the 
class. 























































Davy was Roma's brother, He was 
thyee years younger to Roma 

Subha: You remember Roma, that 
‘camp where we had to learn to fix 
tents. Here only girls and boys in oF 
ganisations like NCC or Scouts get to 
have that kindof fun. We ordinary kids 
are not even considered smart 
enough to light a match, 

Roma : That's really bad, Subha, 
i's April now and | have already be- 
gun my next year’s syllabus for his- 
tory, english and french. | finished my 
syllabus in these subjects very early 
last time so my parents and Mr. Jones 
suggested | begin my next year's work 
con these three subjects, 

Subha : | have to take itll in small 
steps Roma, Here we are judged by 
four performances in tests. We have 
tests every quarter. In April the tests 
are conducted from all that’s taught 
throughout the year. We have about 
rine subjects. tis really tring. I rarely 
read story books. There is so much 
homework to do, too. 

Roma : Subhashini, will you be in 
the ninth grade next year? 

Subha : No, Roma, Il be in eighth 
grade, Unlike you, Il be in the ninth 
Grade only in| 1990. By June 1998, 
you'd probably be in the tenth grade. 

Roma : Subha, | have almost fin- 
+ studying theory ought 
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ished 60% of the 

syllabus in maths and science. 
So, | have nearly finished eighth 
grade. I finished my projects early this 
time. | think my projects were ready 
for review in November itself. | think | 
have gained a year, 

Subha : How lucky for you Roma 
Have you decided what you are go- 
ing to specialise in, Roma? 

roma : No, not yet. My mom says. 
fm good at history and english. She 
says | could become a historian in a 
few years’ time, Dad has other ideas, 
He says, it! can finish 60% of my sy 
labus why should | not really make an 
effort and try my luck in physics, 
chemistry or medicine? 

Subha : | too think when | enter 
eleventh | shall choose sclence so 
that | can study to become a doctor 
Unlike you, | stil have a good four 
years to go before | even know where 
rift 

Roma : My dad is really sure that | 
could become a doctor. Actually, he 
even believes | should meet some of 
Michigan University's professors. He 
says | could visit them every week 
end and watch them work. Mr. Jones 
too is of the same opinion, If this hap- 
pens, | shall be leaving Grand Rap- 
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* eoming it nand by 
‘experiments 
ids may be by 2000 AD! Can 
you imagine that! | shall be in 
‘some other corner of 
Americal 

‘Subha : Roma, don't you 
start off on that, | envy you. 
Even If | get promoted 
from seventh grade to 
ninth, | still won't have 

that kind of break, 

Froma : What is your sister doing? 

Subha : Oh, she is having a better 
deal, | should say, She toohas a good 
amount of studying to do, But unlike 
me she feels more at home here. 

Roma : Davy seems to ike soccer 
too. He was in the junior league this. 
season, Dad says Davy will make an 
encellent player. He regrets that | don't 
have the aptitude for sports. | think I 
hang up for now, Subha. 

‘Subha : Yes Roma. Thanks for call- 
ing. It has been so nice to listen to 
your voice. Wish I could return to the 
good old days. 

Subhashini had to return to India 
after her father finished the stipulated 
number of years at his office in the 
US. Studying there was not easy; but 
different. If you were willing to work 
hard there was so much to benefit 
from at school. 

Here they paid so much by way of 
fees, bought books and note books, 
pencils and pens and all sundry items 
and yet received so litle from school! 

She wished she were back in the 
US where education was respected 
and not treated as an ‘also ran’ sub- 
ject on the Government's list of du- 
ties towards its citizens. 

She is now in a private schoo! in 
Chennai trying to cope with the Indian 
system of education 
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he room was dark. We 
oF groped our way inside the 

room. Suddenly a pair of 
gleaming eyes glared at us, Then 
came laughter that roared above 
the sound of waves in the sea. The 
man shone a torch thoughout the 
room and only then did we notice 
that there were two wild dogs in the 
room to keep us company. 

In the dull light of the torch we 
took in the dusty room 
and the cobwebs that 
hung everywhere. The 
dogs growled when the 
light from the torch fell on 
them. Ambika who 
dreaded even tamed 
dogs was now in tears. | 
noticed she was shaking uncontrol- 
lably. 

Namrata struggled to get out of 
the room but the man shoved her 
in, roughly. The hefty man said, 
“Just peep through the window. 
You will know what happens to 
nosey parkers.” 


PART Ill 
three children with dog-bite marksy 
lay motionless in a pool of bloo« 
Horrified, we ran back. The dog} 
growled in unison at the comme 
tion we caused. 

Suddenly we heard a siren gi 
off somewhere. Soon, it seemed t 
be coming from close cua 
The burly man who had brought 
in had disappeared. Ambika was 
still crying. In his hurry to get away 
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amrata and | 
stepped for- 
ward. Vijay fol- 


lowed us. As the dogs 
had been chained we 
walked up to the far 
corner of the cabin 
without the fear of the 
dogs pouncing on us. 
And what we saw 
there! Two men and 
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from the imminent danger the man 
had lett the door ajar. We managed 
to get out and related all that we 
had seen to the others. 

By now the coast guard had ar- 
rived. One of them turned out to be 
a friend of Vijay's father, He had ar- 
rived here on a tip off by a local 
man about an abandoned boat. 


e told the coast guard all 

that had happened so far. 

That afternoon the elders 

gave us a piece of their mind and 

said it would benefit us better if we 

showed such enthusiasm in our 
studies. 

They also said that the two men 

and the three children who had 

been bitten by the dogs were re- 


‘ted, printed and publshedby K Rajendran atharathan Press on b 
Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthan 
‘Circulation Manager : 2345623; 


UL 
CL 












covering in the hospital. 

Of course, we understood that 
they were not trying to discourage 
us. They just did not want us to 
get into trouble. 

Many of us spent a sleepless 
night. We were still too excited 
about our trip. A few who slept, 
slept fttully with dreams of the boat 
and the adventure connected with 
it 

We were still talking about our 
adventure not aware that another 
shock awaited us. 









M. Alagammai, 
VIIA, BVM Mat. HSS, 
Pollachi 
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T New Delhi Is also referred to this 


way. 
5, Acomet's tail can reach 100 million 


6. This is the land of rising sun. 
Ramya Kaushik, Secndrabad. 
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CLUES 

1.The month named after Julius 
Caesar. 

2, Howmany hearts does an Oc- 
topus have? 

3, The tree that provides leaves 
forthe silk industry. 


The 
‘four stom- 

achs. 
Snails have 
14,175 teeth laid 
along 135 rows on 


their tongue. 

















Coffee was 
iscovered by G& 


goats. 








danced his 
way from Lon 
don to Norwicl 
Divya, age 11, Bangalore 



























Tracker: Y ye copy 
from any of your 
friead's answer sheets, 
r I i minus 10 manbs. 
I “etche: Rama yous 


are copying from 


Help this boy reach the ice cream 
Es 





























































































































‘YOUR ENTERTAINER FOR THE SUMMER-VACATION 
CHILDRENS FIRST CHOICE 
iddiade “CARONET SELLING? OUI: 
@piamonpd comics 
ef 


| DIAMOND COMICS DIGEST PINKL& 
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weno comes Oat 
PHANTOM-77 
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